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absolutely up to date in a field of applied science in which such a large 
volume of research is being published yearly. Although the author has 
brought his subject up to the very latest word in certain fields, the book 
would be benefited by considerable "sifting," as it stands, and will no 
doubt require considerably more in the future. 

A feature of the book which may appeal to many teachers and students 
is the etymology of many terms, given in footnotes. The book is well 
illustrated and the text fortified with many valuable tables, taken from 
numerous sources, all of which are acknowledged. 

The author's style is not as uniform as one might wish, suggesting that 
the various sections of the subject matter were prepared at different times 
and not re-written for publication. This is borne out by the considerable 
amount of tautology in the text, which in a few cases has led to diametri
cally opposing statements. 

Although the author has prepared the chemical sections of his text for 
students with no foundation in organic chemistry, he does not hesitate to 
introduce structural formulas in the chapters on the composition of carbo
hydrates, proteins and fats. This may give the text some appeal to 
students with more advanced chemical training, but the reviewer questions 
whether it is possible to teach enough organic chemistry in a few pages of 
text to make heterocyclic structural formulas intelligible to students who 
have only the most elementary chemical training. Incidentally, the 
structural formulas for the sugars are not those most generally accepted by 
biochemists at the present time and the author's explanation of the gamma 
sugars is hazy. 

L. S. PALMER 
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